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of the Mendip mines, of which the laws were largely
based upon the Derbyshire code. So far as the northern
mines are concerned, we find Henry III in 1235 confirm-
ing to the miners of Alston the liberties and privileges
' which they used to have '.1
Of the regulations in force at Alston Moor 2 we have
but few details, but of the laws of Derbyshire 3 and the
Mendips 4 we have ample information. In each case
there was a mine court, known in Derbyshire as the
' berghmote' or ' barmote', of which the ordinary
meetings were held every three weeks and special
sessions twice a year, at Easter and Michaelmas. The
' body of the court' consisted of twelve, or in the ' great
courts ' twenty-four, miners of good standing, and the
presiding officer was in Derbyshire the barmaster and
in Somerset the lead-reeve : at Alston 5 he appears as
bailiff, ' king's Serjeant,' and steward. Associated with
this official was the coroner: 6 the two offices indeed
seem to have been combined at Alston during the
thirteenth century, as in 1279 complaint was made that
the coroners of the Scottish king's liberty of Tindale
(that portion of the present county of Northumberland
which adjoins Alston Moor) were acting in the mine
* where the Serjeant of the mine appointed by the
English king ought to exercise the office of coroner in all
things ' :7 by 1356, however, it was the custom for the
1 Pat., 20 Hen. Ill, m. 13.          2 V. C. H. Cumberland, ii. 339.
3  V. C. H. Derby, ii. 326.             *  V. C. H. Somers., ii. 367-9.
fi  V. C. H. Cumb., ii. 340.            6 Pat., 15 Edw. IV, pt. i, m. 22.
7 Assize R., 143, m. r. The Scottish king's dominial rights over
Alston, apart from, the mines, seem to have been well established.
William the Lion granted land at Alston as ' in Tyndale ', to
William de Vipont, and later to his son Ivo de Vipont, the latter